1909 


Willington  Urban  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

medical  OEEIGER  of  health. 


To  the  Willington  Urban  District  Gouncii. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  the  year  1909. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population,  1909. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic- rate. 

Infant 

Mortality-rate 

Willington 

5233 

38*59 

13*75 

0*57 

118 

Stockley  ... 

2737 

27-36 

11*32 

1*09 

81 

Whole  District  ... 

7970 

34*62 

12*92 

0-75 

108 

DEATHS. 

In  1909  the  deaths  registered  in,  or  belonging  to,  Willington 
numbered  72,  and  to  Stockley  31,  making  a  rate  per  thousand  of  13*75  for 
the  former  and  11*32  for  the  latter,  the  rate  lor  the  whole  district  being 
12*92,  which  is  9*94  below  that  for  the  previous  year^  and  1*58  below  the 
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death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  .14’5.  This  includes  10  deaths 
which  occurred  in  institutions  out  of  the  district  hut  of  persons  belonging 
to  it,  and  it  is  likewise  the  lowest  death-rate  during  a  period  of  10  years. 

Of  the  deaths  which  took  place  in  institutions  out  of  the  district  3 
were  in  the  County  Hospital,  3  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  Durham,  1  in 
the  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sedgefield,  and  3  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Helmington  How. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

In  Willington  there  were  24  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
representing  11 ‘8  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year. 

In  Stockley  there  were  6  deaths,  making  8'1  per  cent,  of  the  births, 
and  in  the  Whole  District  30  deaths  or  10’8  per  cent.  This  is  13’3 
per  cent,  below  that  of  the  previous  year  and  is  just  equal  with  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  10' 9  and  therefore  is  very  favourable. 
This  likewise  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality-rate  during  a  period  of  10 
years. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Premature  Births  and  Congenital 
Defects. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  3  deaths  in  Willington  from  Infectious  Diseases, 
making  a  rate  of  0'57  per  thousand.  One  occurred  from  Diphtheria 
under  5  years  of  age  and  1  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  from  Typhoid  Fever 
over  5  years  of  age. 

In  Stockley  there  were  3  deaths,  I  over  and  2  under  5  years  of  age. 
The  former  due  to  Typhoid  Fever  and  the  others  Measles  and  Diarrhoea 
respectively.  This  gives  a  rate  of  1*09. 

The  rate  for  the  Whole  District  is  O' 75  per  thousand  inhabitants 
and  is  2'] 3  below  that  of  the  previous  year  and  is  also  below  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  which  is  1.12. 
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HEART  DISEASE. 

Caused  2  deaths  in  Willington  and  4  in  Stockley,  representing  a 
rate  of  O' 75  per  thousand  for  the  Whole  District. 

PHTHISIS. 

Consumption  caused  5  deaths  in  Willington  and  1  in  Stockley. 
This  represents  a  rate  of  O' 75  for  the  Whole  District  and  is  0'25  per 
thousand  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

OTHER  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

Caused  3  deaths  in  Willington,  representing  a  rate  of  0'37. 

BRONCHITIS. 

This  accounted  for  6  deaths  in  Willington,  4  being  under  and  2 
over  5  years  of  age,  and  making  a  rate  of  1*14. 

In  Stockley  there  was  1  death  over  5  years  and  representing  a  rate 
of  0-36. 

The  rate  for  the  Whole  District  is  0*75  which  is  1*88  below  that  of 
the  previous  year. 


PNEUMONIA. 

Caused  1  death  in  Willington  over  5  years  of  age  and  1  in  Stockley 
under  5  years.  This  gives  a  rate  of  0*25  for  the  Whole  District  and  is 
1*38  below  the  rate  for  the  previous  year. 

OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Caused  3  deaths. 

BIRTHS. 

In  Willington  there  were  102  males  and  100  females  registered, 
making  a  total  of  202. 
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In  Stockley  there  were  33  males  and  41  females  ;  total  74. 

Total  for  the  Whole  District  276,  being  5  less  than  the  births  for 
the  previous  year  and  18  less  than  1907. 

The  birth-rate  is  therefore  34 '62  as  compared  with  35T8  in  1908 
and  36‘98  for  1907.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  25*6. 


INQUESTS. 

Causes  of  death  as  found  at  Coroner’s  enquiries  : 

1.  Accidently  killed  by  fall  of  stone  in  coal-mine. 

2.  Do.  being  crushed  under  the  cage  in  coal-mine. 

3.  Do.  fall  of  brick  from  chimney  whilst  in  process  of 

construction. 

4.  Do.  being  run  over  on  railway. 

5.  Accidently  burnt  by  clothes  becoming  ignited  at  fire. 

One  death  was  uncertified. 


/ 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 


Nett  Deaths  at 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 

THE  District. 

Total 

Deaths  of 
Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 

ALL  Ages 
BELONGING  TO 
THE  District. 

Year. 

estimated 

to 

middle 
of  each 
year. 

Under  i  year  of  age. 

At  all  ages. 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Number 

*Rate. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered. 

Number 

*Rate. 

Institutions 

beyond 

the 

District. 

Number 

®Rate. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

1899 

7870 

263 

33-41 

44 

167 

130 

16-51 

4 

134 

17-02 

1900 

7878 

285 

36  17 

66 

23  1 

161 

20-43 

4 

165 

20-94 

1901 

7887 

304 

38-54 

51 

167 

152 

19-27 

8 

160 

20-28 

1902 

7897 

284 

35-96 

37 

130 

120 

1519 

5 

125 

15-82 

1903 

7907 

291 

3(5-80 

45 

154 

122 

15-42 

44 

133 

16-82 

1904 

7918 

277 

31-98 

49 

176 

154 

19-44 

5 

159 

20  08 

1905 

7928 

273 

34-43 

32 

117 

116 

14-03 

12 

128 

16-14 

1906 

7938 

257 

32-37 

48 

186 

135 

17-00 

6 

141 

17-76 

1907 

7949 

294 

36-98 

42 

142 

111 

13-96 

13 

124 

15-59 

1908 

7959 

281 

35-18 

68 

241 

175 

21  98 

7 

182 

22  86 

Averages 
for  years 
1899^ 1908 

7913 

280 

35-48 

48 

171 

137 

17-38 

7 

145 

18-33 

*1909 

7970 

276 

34-62 

30 

108 

103 

12-92 

40 

403 

12-92 

*  Rates  in  Cols.  4,  8  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) .  3795'i38 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
-Average  number  of  perscms  per  house 


1S7 1  Census  of 

4-9/ 


Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District — None. 


Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District — Durham  Union 
Workhouse  ;  Durham  County  Hospital ;  Isolation  Hospital,  Helmington  Row. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  beeij  distributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the 
District — County  Asylum,  Sedgefield. 
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TABLE  IT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1909  and  previous  years. 


Names  of 
Localities 

WHOLE  DISTRlCr. 

WILLING'RhN. 

STOCKLEY. 

U-H 

1  0 

»  0 

»  0 

Year. 

julation  est 
;d  to  middle 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered. 

aj  t/i 

t 

in 

■s< 

c- 

^  c: 

oi 

lulation  est 
:d  to  middle 
each  year. 

i 

Births 

Registered. 

13 

CO 

^  So 

TO 

a; 

<ly 

'V 

c 

3  TO 

.s  ^ 

eolation  est 

d  to  middle 

each  year. 

Births 

Registered. 

13 

^  (A 

ij 

t/)  to 
•£< 

TO 

q; 

'V 

C  w- 
3 

<V 

TO 

Oh 

s 

Q 

0 

Q_  C2 

s 

c 

Q 

0 

CU  ^ 

a 

Q 

p 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

a. 

6. 

c. 

d. 

1899 

7870 

263 

131 

44 

5161 

177 

82 

24 

2709 

86 

52 

20 

1900 

7878 

285 

165 

66 

5168 

197 

114 

47 

2710 

88 

51 

19 

1901 

7887 

304 

160 

51 

5175 

211 

103 

34 

2712 

93 

57 

17 

1902 

7897 

284 

125 

37 

5182 

2r)0 

91 

29 

2715 

84 

34 

8 

1903 

7907 

291 

133 

■15 

5188 

LSI 

103 

34 

2719 

no 

30 

11 

1904 

7018 

277 

159 

49 

5195 

190 

115 

34 

2723 

87 

44 

15 

1905 

7928 

273 

128 

32 

5202 

189 

85 

22 

2726 

84 

13 

10 

1906 

7938 

257 

141 

48 

5209 

182 

101 

35 

2729 

75 

37 

13 

1907 

7949 

294 

124 

42 

5217 

2(  )5 

89 

27 

2732 

89 

35 

15  ’ 

1908 

7959 

28  L 

182 

68 

5225 

199 

135 

17 

2734 

82 

47 

21 

Averages 
for  years 
1899-1908 

7913 

280 

145 

^J8 

5192 

193 

102 

33 

2720 

87 

43 

14 

1909 

7970 

'276 

103 

30 

5233 

202 

• 

72 

24 

2737 

74 

31 

6 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1909. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

a 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  ”  whether  occurring  in 
beyond  the  District. 

or 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Residents” 
belonging  to  Localities,  whether 
occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i  year. 

I  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Wellington. 

Stochley. 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtlieria  (including  Mem- 

1 

branous  Croup) 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

/ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Diarrhcea 

1 

1 

1 

Pbtbisis 

G 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

1 

9 

.  6 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

2 

1 

tory  Organs 

3 

2 

1 

Premature  Birth 

F" 

i 

7 

6 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

Parturition  ... 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

6 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4 

Accidents 

6 

3 

3 

0 

ImJ 

4 

All  other  causes 

45 

15 

4 

1 

1 

8 

16 

34 

11 

All  causes  ... 

103 

29 

9 

5 

10 

28 

22 

12 

31 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
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Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
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•••  •••  •••  ••• 

••• 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

All 

Causes 

Wasting  j 
Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Cause 

District  of  VVillington.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  5233. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  ...  72. 


lABLL  V. — Continued, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  diseases  were  notified  in  Willington  : — Diphtheria  2, 
Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  Fever  9,  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  6,  and  Puerperal 
Fever  1.  Total  20. 


In  Stockley  : — Diphtheria  1,  Erysipelas  1,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Enteric 
or  Typhoid  Fever  7.  Total  11. 


For  the  purposes  of  isolation  the  following  Authorities  have 
combined  to  form  a  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  have  erected  two  hospitals 
for  the  isolation  of  infectious  cases  which  comprise  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  I'ever  ;  Auckland  Rural,  Shildon,  Crook,  Towlaw 
and  Willington  Urban  Authorities.  The  hospital  for  this  district  which 
is  the  second  one  erected  under  the  Board  is  conveniently  situated  at 
Helmington  Row  a  distance  of  a  mile  away.  The  removal  of  infectious 
patients  to  this  hospital  seems  to  be  kindly  taken  with  seeing  that  the 
following  cases  have  had  the  advantage  of  treatment  there  :  Willington — 
Diphtheria  1,  Scarlet  Fever  8,  Enteric  Fever  6.  Stockley — Scarlet  Fever 
1,  Enteric  Fever  7.  On  the  whole  I  may  say  there  is  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  parents  to  the  removal  of  cases  to  hospital 
seeing  that  they  have  become  imbued  with  the  skill  and  care  exercised  in 
each  case  for  its  welfare. 


Since  the  erection  of  these  hospitals  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
district  has  not  suffered  from  any  epidemic  of  a  notifiable  infectious  disease 


The  deaths  occurring  amongst  these  infectious  diseases  were  : 
Typhoid  Fever  2,  Scarlet  Fever  1. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


Three  cases  occurred  in  the  district,  2  in  Willington  and  1  in 
Stockley.  One  death  took  place  and  was  evidently  caused  by  a  defective 
soil  pipe  from  the  w.c.  in  the  back  premises  where  the  patient  lived.  All 
the  cases  were  under  5  years  of  age. 

Anti-diphtheric  serum  is  supplied  by  the  Council  gratuitously 
through  the  M.O.H.  to  Medical  Practitioners  who  desire  to  employ  it  in 
cases  occurring  in  the  district. 
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INFLUENZA. 

A  few  cases  occurred  in  January  and  February  and  the  disease 
became  prevalent  in  March  and  continued  so  till  the  end  of  June  when  it 
gradually  died  away  so  that  after  October  the  district  was  practically  free 
from  it,  only  isolated  cases  springing  up.  There  were  7  deaths  due  to  it, 
4  being  in  Willington  and  3  in  Stockley. 

MEASLES. 

The  district  was  free  from  this  infection  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  cases  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  September  and  Avhich  were 
imported.  One  death  occurred. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  were  6  cases  in  Willington  and  7  in  Stockley.  Two  of  these 
died  making  a  rate  of  O’ 25.  One  case  in  Willington  and  one  in  Stockley 
were  evidently  contracted  out  of  the  district.  Five  occurred  at  Oakenshaw 
which  I  attribute  to  the  high  winds  blowing  up  the  foul  dust  from  the 
streets  and  open  midden-steads  and  carrying  it  into  the  atmosphere  where 
it  is  breathed,  and  into  the  houses  where  it  pollutes  everything.  Too 
much  care  cannot  be  exercised  to  keep  all  back  streets  in  a  state  of  clean¬ 
liness  if  this  disease  is  to  be  kept  down. 

The  piggeries  at  Pagebank  are  not  above  suspicion  in  having  caused 
at  least  one  case  of  this  disease,  for  they  are  somewhat  near  some  of  the 
houses  and  the  odour  is  at. times  particidarly  strong. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  2  being  in  Willington  and  1  in  Stockley. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Eleven  case^  occurred,  3  being  under  and  8  over  5  years  of  age. 


9  belonged  to  Willingtoii  and  2  to  Stockley.  9  of  these  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  There  was  one  death.  The  bedding  was  disiiilected 
and  the  house  stoved  in  every  instance. 

No  case  of  infection  was  traced  to  the  milk  supply.  The  first  cases 
were  found  to  have  been  imported  into  the  district  and  from  these  other 
cases  occurred  but  the  wholesale  spread  of  the  disease  was  prevented  by 
direct  removal  to  hospital.  No  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  taken  place 
since  the  opening  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals.  Previous  to  the  erection  of 
hospitals  this  was  a  dread  disease  in  the  Authority’s  district  with  often  a 
high  mortality  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  now  the  cases  are  somewhat 
few  in  number.  This,  in  my  opinion,  will  continue  to  be  so  if  parents 
will  see  the  sense  and  utility  of  allowing  their  children  to  be  removed  for 
proper  isolation  and  care. 


DIARRHOEA. 

This  caused  only  one  death  and  that  in  Stockley,  under  5  years  of 
age.  The  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  months  of  August  and  September 
but  not  of  a  severe  type.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  absence  of 
great  heat  in  these  months.  The  death-rate  is  0']2  as  compared  with 
2T3  for  the  previous  year. 

SMALLPOX. 


No  cases  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  was  practically  if  uot  wholly  absent  during  the  year.  There 
were  no  deaths. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  Council  provides  disinfectants  to  infected  houses.  The  stoving 
of  rooms  has  been  done  in  25  instances.  Bedding  is  disinfected  when 
necessary  and  25  lots  have  undergone  disinfection. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 

(a)  Character  of  the  District. — Willington  is  made  up  of  the 
town  of  Willington  and  Brancepeth  Colliery  Roavs,  and  has  a  population 
of  5,233  inhabitants  and  an  area  of  1551 ‘759  acres. 

Stockley  comprises  Oakenshaw  and  Pagebank  Collieries  and  has  a 
a  po^Dulation  of  2,737  and  an  acreage  of  2,342‘379. 

Willington  is  situated  about  340  feet  above  sea  level  and  the  sub¬ 
soil  is  chiefly  composed  of  clay  and  there  being  a  gradual  slope  towards 
the  river  Wear  a  good  natural  drainage  is  afforded  the  whole  district. 

(h)  PoLT.UTioN  OF  STREAMS. — The  folloAving  streams  flow  through 
the  district  ; — Willington  burn,  Old  Hall  beck,  and  Pagebank  beck. 
Sewage  from  the  high  part  of  Willington  is  discharged  into  the  former  and 
that  from  OakenshaAV  finds  its  Avay  into  the  latter,  though  this  is  stated  to 
be  passed  on  to  the  Colliery  fronds  Avhere  the  boilers  receive  their  water- 
supply  and  thus  making  it  impossible  for  any  pollution  to  take  place  in 
the  river. 

4'he  sewage  of  Pagebank  Colliery  is  discharged  directly  into  the 

river 


Schemes  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  passing  into  the  Willing¬ 
ton  burn  and  that  into  the  river  at  Pagebank  are  under  consideration  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  Avork  Avill  shortly  be  begun  with. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Stoddart’s  Continuous  SeAvage  Filter  AAms  laid  doAvn  in  1904  to  serve 
for  6,500  of  the  population.  The  SeAvage  is  passed  into  a  septic  tank  and 
thence  on  to  trays  Avhicli  are  perforated  and  distribute  it  upon  a  bed  of 
clinker.  The  direct  effluent  from  this  has  not  at  any  time  been  what  may 
be  called  satisfactory  and  the  Surveyor  has  had  to  make  use  of  a  process 
of  land  irrigation  for  the  further  means  of  rendering  it  satisfactory.  The 
fault  of  this  imperfecf^purificatiou  of  the  effluent,  as  I  stated  before,  is,  I 
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believe,  due  to  tbe  fact  that  too  fine  ballast  and  dust  was  mixed  up  with 
the  clinker  when  it  was  laid  down  and  therefore  prevents  the  due  entrance 
of  air  to  thoroughly  oxidise  the  sewage  in  its  passage  through  the  bed. 
The  remedy  for  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  new  bed  of  carefully  assorted 
clinker. 

CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  AND  THEIR  EFFECTS  ON  THE 
HEALTH  OF  THE  PERSONS  EHRLOYED. 

The  trade  of  the  district  comprises  coal-mining,  coke-making  and 
tbe  manufacture  of  bricks,  pipes,  etc.  The  mines  are  well-ventilated  and 
considered  free  from  gas.  The  workmen  are,  as  a  rule,  of  a  healthy  state 
of  body  and  do  not  suffer  from  any  particular  kind  of  disease  arising  from 
their  employment.  Accidents  which  occur  are  mainly  due  to  fall  of  stone 
in  the  mines. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES  AND  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  former  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  this  district  although 
coke  is  largely  made,  owing  to  the  surplus  heat  being  used  for  heating 
boilers  and  therefore  creating  little  waste  material  to  pass  into  the  air 
from  the  tall  chimneys. 

Offensive  trades  do  not  exist. 

4 

BURIAL  GROUND. 

A  Cemetery  is  situated  in  a  central  position  for  the  district  at  Low 
Willington.  It  has  been  extended  by  the  addition  of  3  acres  of  land 
which  has  not  yet  been  opened  for  burial  purposes.  An  attendant’s  house 
has  been  erected  outside  of  the  gates.  The  attendant  also  looks  after  the 
lighting  of  the  lamps  in  the  town. 

A  Roman  Catholic  Cemetery  is  at  the  West  End  of  the  town. 

DISPOSAL  OF  EXCREHENT. 

The  general  accomodation  in  the  district  is  the  open  privy-midden 
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which  is  usually  of  large  dimensions,  of  imperfect  construction,  unsealed 
and  defective,  so  that  the  rain  entering  causes  the  privy  contents  to  flow 
out  and  percolate  into  the  soft  surrounding  soil  and  thus  causes  serious 
contamination  by  which  means  fevers,  diarrhoea  and  diphtheria  may  ensue. 
Several  of  these  privy-middens  have  been  converted  into  ash-closets  in 
various  parts  of  the  district  but  they  ought  all  to  be  converted  as 
soon  as  possible. 

A  good  number  of  water-closets  now  exist  in  Willington,  and  all 
newly-built  houses  have  either  water  or  ash-closets  constructed,  while 
some  have  both. 

The  refuse  is  carted  to  the  Council’s  tip  at  Low  Willington  and  also 
to  that  belonging  to  the  Colliery  Owners,  and  some  also  by  farmers  to  the 
fields.  This  is  done  satisfactorily  as  a  rule. 

In  Stockley  the  Collieiy  Owners  find  their  own  tips. 

The  present  tip  at  Low  Willington  will  not  be  available  for  use 
after  March  as  the  laud-owner  desired  the  Council  to  relinquish  their  use 
of  it  but  negotiations  having  been  satisfactorily  arrived  at  another  site  for 
a  tip  has  been  procured  which  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  district. 

The  fouling  of  the  streets  by  the  emptying  of  the  privy-midden 
contents  still  takes  place  in  some  parts  of  the  district.  This  ought  to  be 
immediately  remedied. 


SCAVENGING. 

This  is  done  by  the  Council  by  contract.  It  is  done  satisfactorily 
as  a  rule  and  no  great  fault  can  be  found  with  it. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

I  believe  that  all  drains  are  made  with  sanitary  pipes  and  that  they 
are  all  trapped. 
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COnnON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

BYE-LAWS. 

These  are  founded  on  the  Model  Bye-Laws. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  6  registered  slaughter-houses  in  Willington  and  Stockley 
and  they  have  all  been  regularly  inspected.  They  have  been  found  to  be 
in  a  general  good  state  of  sanitation  and  although  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  complained  about  one  place  a  good  deal  has  been  done  to 
remedy  the  defects  existing  but  yet  more  might  be  done. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  is  supplied  chiefly  by  farmers  but  a  good  deal  is  also  provided 
by  cow-keepers,  and  there  is  one  milk-seller  in  the  district.  The  dairies 
have  been  inspected  and  no  disease  has  been  traced  to  the  milk. 

1  have  made  diligent  inquiries  as  to  the  milkers  washing  their 
hands  previous  to  the  njilking  process  and  all  declare  that  they  do  so. 
This  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  milkers  is  very  necessary  so  that  the  milk 
may  not  in  any  way  be  contaminated  by  filth. 

COWSHEDS. 

These  are  kept  clean  as  a  rule  and  lime-washing  is  done  regularly 
twice  a  year.  Some  of  the  byers  have  been  improved  in  their  lighting  and 
ventilation  but  there  are  some  which  still  require  attention.  These  are 
dark  and  close  and  they  ought  to  have  more  light  admitted  and  be  venti¬ 
lated  at  the  top  instead  of  by  pipes  inserted  near  the  animals’  heads  and 
which  are  frequently,  if  not  always,  filled  up  to  stop  a  draught. 

Two  milk‘shops  and  dairies  have  been  improved  during  the  year. 
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DWELLINGS  OF  THE  WORI<ING=CLASSES. 

The  workmen’s  dwellings  are  built  of  brick  and  are  composed  of 
two  stories.  They  are  fairly  well  lighted  and  roomy  and  obtain  their 
ventilation  by  means  of  doors,  windows  and  fii’eplaces.  The  houses  are 
single  and  double.  The  former  possess  two  looms,  the  latter  three  or 
more.  The  ground-floor  rooms  are  usually  good  rooms  but  some  houses 
which  are  simply  single  have  an  attic  which  in  most  instances  is  unceiled 
and  makes  it  cold  and  damp  in  winter  and  exceedingly  hot  in  summer. 
A  few  have  an  attic  above  the  two  ground-floor  rooms  Avith  the  same 
objectionable  defect,  and  of  course  are  badly  lighted  and  ventilated. 
Messrs.  Strakers  and  Love,  the  OAvners  of  the  Collieries,  have  renoAmted  a 
number  of  such  houses  during  the  last  few  years  but  still  a  number  are 
requiring  attention  and  that  immediately.  Such  houses  exist  in  Oaken- 
shaw,  and  Park  Street,  and  High  Street  in  Willington. 

Six  houses  have  been  made  habitable  after  formal  notice. 

Back-to-back  houses  exist  in  Mill  Street,  High  Street,  Commercial 
Street,  Park  Terrace,  and  Loav  Millington,  as  also  at  Pagebank. 

A  large  amount  of  spouting  requires  attention. 

Lydia  Street  which  was  properly  made  and  channelled  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Council  for  its  proper  mainteuauce. 

Other  back  streets  are  requiring  attention. 

Perhaps  I  may  mention  here  that  one  neAV  urinal  with  closets  has 
been  constructed  Avhich  ought  to  serve  a  good  purpose  in  the  tOAvn  but 
unfortunately  a  good  deal  of  wanton  destruction  has  been  done  since  it  has 
been  opened  to  the  public.  A  better  use  and  a  greater  regard  for  the 
value  of  such  places  might  be  considered. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  RESULTS. 


Inspections  have  been  made  and  34-*)  informal  written  notices  have 
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been  served  ;  and  69  formal  notices  by  order  of  the  Authority  ;  248  have 
been  complied  with. 

DIRECTION  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

The  Inspector  receives  his  instructions  from  the  Council  and  works 
jointly  with  the  he  also  fulfils  the  duties  of  the  Surveyor. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


None. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Nine  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  and  one  new 
school  has  been  completed. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


No  fault  has  been  found  with  the  meat,  it  having  always  been 
fresh  and  wholesome  and  free  from  disease. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


This  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  to  the  County  Council.  No 
proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year  to  my  knowledge. 


LIGHTING. 

The  whole  district  with  the  exception  of  Pagebank  is  lighted  by 
gas,  the  latter  having  oil  lamps. 


4  gas  lamps  and  4  oil  lamps  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  good  supply  of  pure  and  soft  upland  water  is  provided  to  the 
district  by  the  Consett  and  Weardale  Water  Company.  No  wells  are  now 
used  in  the  district  but  the  farmsteads  are  supplied  by  springs.  These 
were  analysed  in  the  previous  year  and  improvements  elfected  where 
found  necessary.  No  further  samples  for  analysis  liave  as  yet  been  taken. 

The  sewers  are  flushed  in  the  hot  months  of  summer  bv  means  of 

«/ 

the  water' cart. 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  FIRE. 

A  hose-and-reel  is  kept  at  the  Council’s  yard  in  Albion  Place,  and 
there  are  3  keys  for  the  shed,  one  being  at  Mr.  Wightman’s  house,  on  the 
spot,  one  at  the  Police  Station,  and  one  at  the  Surveyor’s  house. 


HEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
UNDER  THE  EDUCATION  ACT. 


This  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  under  the  supervision 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Whole-time  officers  have  been 
appointed  for  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  and  no  doubt  in 
course  of  time  their  efforts  for  the  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the 
children  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  the  parents.  The  schools  are 
supplied  with  a  plentiful  amount  of  good  pure  water  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  appear  to  be  satisfactory.  Isolation  of  infectious  cases  amongst 
the  children  is  quickly  attended  to.  No  closure  of  the  schools  has  been 
required  during  the  year. 


The  Council  Schools  are  at  present  closed  for  extensive  alterations 
and  renovations  and  the  Sunday  Schools  belonging  to  the  diffeient 
denominations  in  the  town  are  being  used  until  they  are  again  ready  for 
occupation. 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  notification  of  consumption  of  the  lungs  is  not  in  force  and  we 
liave  no  means  of  dealing  with  the  disease  directly  except  in  the  patients’ 
own  homes.  Subscribers  to  Sanatoria  are  very  few  and  the  patients  and 
their  friends  are  not  well  enough  off  to  bear  the  cost  of  residence  in 
sanatorium.  Occasionally  a  case  is  sent  through  subscribers  for  treatment 
and  these  cases  are  usually  benefitted  to  a  wonderful  degree.  We  have 
several  such  instances  in  this  district  and  the  one-time  consumptives 
appear  now  to  be  in  exceedingly  good  health.  Could  a  more  generous 
number  of  subscribers  to  such  an  institution  be  procured  for  the  district 
there  is  little  doubt  that  further  great  good  might  be  done  in  our  immedi¬ 
ate  midst  amongst  those  who  unfortunately  suffer  from  this  dread  disease. 

THE  NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

This  Act  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 

SANITARY  inPROVEHENTS. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  effected  ; — 

1.  86  ash-closets,  10  water-closets,  and  5  pan-closets,  have  been 
substituted  for  open  privy-middens. 

2.  35  yards  have  been  re-paved  or  laid  in  cement  concrete. 

3.  Defective  drainage  and  traps  in  27  instances  have  been  remedied 

4.  One  farm-house  has  been  repaired. 

5.  Licensed  premises  in  3  cases  have  been  considerably  improved. 

G.  Plans  for  the  erection  of  1 1  new  houses  have  been  approved  of 
and  certificates  have  been  granted  for  9  new  houses. 

7.  One  new  school  has  been  erected  and  another  is  undergoing 
considerable  improvement. 


24 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

(a)  Classification  and  Inspection. 

Total  uiiinber  of  Workshops  in  the  District,  as  per  Register  : — 32, 
including  23  Tenement  Workshops,  3  Retail  Bakehouses,  6  other  Work¬ 
shops,  not  including  9  Domestic  Factories. 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  during  the  year,  (a)  by 
82  ;  (b)  by  Sanitary  Inspector,  82. 


Note  as  to  the  chief  workshop  industries  in  the  district  ; — Dress¬ 
making,  Saddlery,  Boot-making,  Cabinet-making,  Joinery,  Brick-making, 
Printing,  and  Gas  Manufacture. 


(b)  Sanitation. 


Workshops. 


Cleanliness — General  condition 

No.  of  Notices  served  under  P.H.  Acts 
No.  of  Notices  to  cleanse,  under  Sec.  2 
Legal  Proceedings 

Air  Space —  General  condition 


Domestic  Factories  and 
Domestic  Workshops. 


Legal  Proceedings 

Ventilation — General  Condition 

No.  of  Notices  under  P.H.  Act 
Legal  Proceedings 


Good 

Good 

3 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Good 

Good 

None 

None 

None 

1  verbal 

None 

None 

Good 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Means  of  Ventilation — Action  taken  under  Sec.  7 — Doors,  Windows, 
Fireplaces,  Ventilators,  &c. 

Drainage  of  Wet  Floors— Action  taken  under  Sec.  8 — None. 
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(c)  Additional  Sanitation  for  Retail  “Bake-houses.” 

No.  of  such  premises  in  the  district — 3. 

General  sanitary  condition— Good. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  as  to  Retail  Bakehouses — As  to  closets 
etc. — No.  of  defects  found,  1.  Notices  served,  1.  Defects  remedied,  1. 

(d)  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

No.  of  defects  discovered  thereunder  in  factories  or  workshops 
during  the  year,  4  ;  (a)  Closets  insufficient  or  unsuitable,  4. 

(f)  Home  Work. 

Outworkers,  None. 

(g)  General. 

No.  and  nature  of  sanitary  defects,  1 — insufficient  closets. 

Action  taken  in  consequence.  Notice  served  and  closets  provided. 
No.  of  infringements  reported.  None. 

General  Observations  : — The  general  condition  is  satisfactory. 

RECOiVliVlENDATIONS  : 

1.  The  abolition  of  open  privy-middens  throughout  the  district. 

2.  Water  or  ash-closets  with  pails  or  buckets  for  the  dry  refuse 
where  the  pri\^-midden  contents  have  to  he  wheeled  on  to  the  streets 
from  the  yards. 
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3.  Continuation  of  re-paving  tlie  ioot-path  on  tlie  north  side  of  the 
main  street. 

4.  The  making,  paving  and  channelling  of  the  private  streets. 

5.  Attention  to  the  cow-sheds  which  are  defective  in  their  lighting 
and  ventilation. 

6.  Improvements  to  the  housing  accomodation. 

7.  The  construction  of  a  new  filter  bed  at  the  sewage  works. 

8.  The  covering-in  of  the  ditch  by  the  roadside  south  of  Lingey 
Close  Farm  on  the  main  turnpike  as  this  is  exceedingly  dangerous, 
especially  to  vehicular  traffic. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


February  21st,  1910. 


R.  E.  BROWN, 

Medicai-  Officer. 


H.  COATES,  PRINTER,  UIGH  STREET,  WILLINGTON. 


